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Building Name: Treasure Chest 
Public/Private Access 

Description: 

The Treasure Chest Store is located on the westerly side of 
N. Main Street adjacent to the north wall of the law offices build­
ing of Williams and Shockley. The 2-story rectangular building is 
similar in design and decoration to the law offices building but is 
slightly higher. Plate glass windows with transoms are present on 
the first floor and 3 1/1 windows on the second floor. Segmental 
arches formed with a row of header over stretchers exist over the 
second floor windows. A machicolated brick cornice with stretchers 
laid vertically edge to edge in a saw tooth pattern and a cap of 
alternating recessed & projected headers conceals the flat roof. 

A wooden bracketed modillion cornice identical to that of the 
Williams and Shockley Offices is present on the Treasure Chest. 
Vertical tongue and groove siding forming a frieze is in place 
beneath the cornice and has a saw dog tooth band of moulding in 
place beneath the modillions. A canvas awning was installed beneath 
the frieze. Presently the building is in an excellent state of 
repair. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Treasure Chest Store is located on the westerly side of 

N. Main Street adjacent to the north wall of the law offices 

building of Williams and Shockley. The 2-story rectangular building 

is similar in design and decoration to the law offices building but is 

slightly higher. Plate glass windows with transoms are present on 

the first floor and 3 1/1 windows on the second floor. Segmental 

arches formed with a row of headers over stretchers exist over the 

second floor windows. A machiociolated brick cornice with stretchers 

laid vertically edge to edge in a saw tooth pattern and a cap of 

alternating recessed &,-Projected headers conceals the flat roof. 

A wooden bracketed modillion cornice identical to that of the 

Williams and Shockley Offices is present on the Treasure Chest. 

Vertical tongue and groove siding forming a frieze is in place 

beneath the cornice and has a sawn dog tooth band of moulding in 

place beneath the modillions. A canvas awning was installed beneath 

the frieze. Presently the building is in an excellent state of re­

pair. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Treasure Chest significantly contributes to the 

essential character of the Berlin Commercial District. 

Retaining its original design integrity, it exhibits the 

particular scale, material type and decorative motif common 

to the district. It is one of the few buildings in the 

district to remain in its original or near original condition. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l e S S t h a n O n e 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Site 164 on survey map. 
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STATE COUNTY 
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Kenneth T. Pribanic, Consultant August 1979 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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10-1-77 FWH 597/715 conveyed to William H. & Martha R. Freeman 

from Ralph H. & Bessie H. Davis 

1-7-65 FWH 183/574 conveyed to Ralph H. Davis from Thomas B. 

McCabe, Elizabeth W. Kindregon, & Billie Whaley Brittingham, 

trustees of Whaley Cemetery. 

9-9-1897 FHP 9/602 conveyed to Lizzie Whaley Keas from Calvin B. 

Taylor in dispute between Mary M. Gibbs, complainant & 

Issac W. Burbage, Laura A. Bailey, Deborah Massey, & 

others, defendants. 
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Treasure Chest 
20 N. Main Street (MD 818), Berlin ' 
Worcester County Tax Map 300, P. 1244 
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Treasure Chest 
20 N. Main St. 
Berlin 
Berlin Quad. 
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Berlin Commercial Dist. 
Berlin, MD 
Kenneth T. Pribanic 
August 1979 
MD Hist. Trust 
Looking NE 
Photo 52 , BIdq 37 





Treasure Chest - Cornice 
detail 
Berlin Commercial Dist. 
Berlin, MD 
Kenneth T. Pribanic 
August 1979 
MD Hiist. Trust 

Looking NW 
Photo 51, BIdg 37 


